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I might be still in Southampton, then: though my true station
is Felixstowe in Suffolk.

Banbury is at Lulworth: married: one child and a garden.
All serene yet!

Best of luck to you; I shall so much enjoy seeing you. Damn
all letter-writing. Yours                                            T E SHAW

506:   TO   SIR   EDWARD   ELGAR
22.xn.33                                                      Clouds Hill, Moreton, Dorset
Dear Sir Edward, This is from my cottage and we have just
been playing your 2nd Symphony. Three of us, a sailor,1 a
Tank Corps soldier, and myself. So there are all the Services
present: and we agreed that you must be written to and told
(if you are well enough to be bothered) that this Symphony gets
further under our skins than anything else in the record library
at Clouds Hill. We have the Violin Concerto, too; so that says
quite a lot. Generally we play the Symphony last of all, towards
the middle of the night, because nothing comes off very well
after it. One seems to stop there.
You would laugh at my cottage, which has one room upstairs
(gramophone and records) and one room downstairs (books): but
there is also a bath, and we sleep anywhere we feel inclined.
So it suits me. A one-man house, I think.
The three of us assemble there nearly every week-end I can
get to the cottage, and we wanted to say 'thank you' for the
Symphony ever so long ago; but we were lazy, first: and then you
were desperately ill, and even now we are afraid you are too ill,
probably, to be thinking of anything except yourself: but we
are hoping that you are really getting stronger and will soon be
able to deal with people again.
There is a selfish side to our concern: we want your Symphony
in: if it is wiser and wider and deeper than n ^ye shall very
sadly dethrone our present friend, and play it last of the evening.
Until it comes, we shall always stand in doubt if the best has
really yet happened.
1 A. E. Chambers had been in the Navy.
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